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Often, I don’t know where
in the world I am. 

Sure, I know I’m in Chat-
tanooga, which is two hours
from just about anywhere.
And I know that to get to
work every day, I drive down
Georgia Avenue, make a left
on M.L. King Boulevard and

then a right
on Foster
Street. 

During
my off time, I
go to Frazier
Avenue for
coffee and
Market
Street for
music.

But I
couldn’t tell
you where the

Tennessee River begins or
ends in North America. I
don’t know what creeks and
rivers feed into it. I can’t
name many more mountains
around here than Signal and
Lookout. And the Cumber-
land Plateau. What’s that,
anyway?

I have not always been so
ignorant and disconnected.
Two years ago, I put a canoe
in the water in the mountains
of North Carolina and pad-
dled through 125 miles of
lakes and rivers until I

reached my school, Davidson
College, on Lake Norman.

I was leading a group of
rising freshmen on a five-day
paddle to school as part of
Davidson’s summer outdoors
program to introduce new
students to each other and
the school. 

The trip was one of the
few times that I’ve been truly
aware of my location. I
understood how one place
connected to the next. I was
with the water as it flowed
through the Linville River,
Lake James, the Catawba
River, Lake Rhodhiss, Lake
Hickory, Lookout Shoals Lake
and Lake Norman on its way
to the Atlantic.

I felt the water’s stillness
when it butted against a dam.
I paddled against the wind
when it blew upstream. I felt
the current move faster after
it rained. I saw how all of the
elements in my environment
connected with one another
to form the ecosystem.

But after the trip, once I
resubmersed myself into city
life, I became less aware of
the larger context. I don’t rec-
ognize the lay of the land
beneath the sidewalks, streets
and buildings, and I distanced
myself from the elements.

When I went to the

Chilean Patagonia at the end
of March though, I remem-
bered the satisfaction people
draw from understanding
their place in the natural
world. 

I traveled with a group
called the Global Community
Project to work with the
locals repairing the hiking
trails in the Torres del Paine
National Park, a 600,000-acre
biosphere reserve as far south
as you can go before the con-
tinent breaks into islands.

“This place is my life,”
Christian Sanchez, a guide,
told me one evening after
we’d spent the day rerouting
a steep and eroded trail. “I
learned to be the person I am
in this park. This place gave
me everything,” he said. “I
feel that, definitively, this
park is my home.”

Mr. Sanchez and the other
locals with whom we worked
appreciated the majesty of
the 15-mile-long Grey Glacier
that crept through a valley
and the 10,000-foot rock tow-
ers that rose from the steppe. 

They knew the trails that
connected Laguna Azul with
Lago Pehoe with Lago del
Toro. They knew the birds
that lived in the park, why
each lake was a different
shade of blue and how the

shifting of the Earth’s plates
created the park’s rock forma-
tions.

Spending 10 days with
people who knew and
respected the land — and
were willing to share their
understanding —  reawak-
ened my desire to connect
with place. 

It reinspired me to know
where I am beyond my ZIP
code, my city, my state. It
made me realize the impor-
tance of understanding the
contours of the terrain and
the flow of the rivers, of dri-
ving the back roads and
exploring the mountainsides,
of finding out the history of
the land. 

It made me less likely to
shut out the rain, the wind,
the cold and the heat and
more likely to keep my win-
dow open at night, eat break-
fast on the front porch and
take a walk through the
neighborhood after work.

The people of Patagonia
reminded me how important
a sense of place is to the
human psyche. Because once
I know more about where I
am, I can know more about
who I am.

E-mail Christina Cooke at
ccooke@timesfreepress.com

Q:II’’vvee  bbeeeenn  ddaattiinngg  mmyy
bbooyyffrriieenndd  ffoorr  aabboouutt  ssiixx

mmoonntthhss  aanndd  iitt’’ss  bbeeeenn  ffaannttaassttiicc..
AArroouunndd  tthhee  ssaammee  ttiimmee  ——  ppuurree
ccooiinncciiddeennccee  ——  II  ssttaarrtteedd  ttaallkk--

iinngg  ttoo  aann  eexx
wwhhoomm  II  hhaaddnn’’tt
ssppookkeenn  ttoo  iinn
yyeeaarrss  ((iitt
eennddeedd  bbaaddllyy))..
II  hhaavvee  nnoo
ddeessiirree  ttoo  bbee
ppaarrtt  ooff  hhiiss  lliiffee
aaggaaiinn,,  bbuutt  II
lliikkee  tthhee  iiddeeaa
ooff  bbeeiinngg  oonn
ppeeaacceeffuull  tteerrmmss
wwiitthh  ssoommee--

bbooddyy..  MMyy  bbooyyffrriieenndd  iiss  nnoott
pplleeaasseedd  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  aanndd  hhaass  aallll
bbuutt  ffllaatt--oouutt  aasskkeedd  mmee  ttoo  ssttoopp
ttaallkkiinngg  ttoo  hhiimm..  IIss  iitt  wwoorrtthh  mmyy
ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  mmaakkee  ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  mmyy
ppaasstt  wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  mmaakkiinngg  hhiimm  ssoo
uuppsseett??  OOrr  iiff  II  lleett  hhiimm  mmaakkee  tthhiiss
ccaallll  ffoorr  mmee,,  wwiillll  iitt  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo
eessccaallaattee  ffrroomm  tthheerree??

——  DDeettrrooiitt

A: Escalate from there —
though I envision more

of a downward spiral.
You have an admirable,

credible motive for keeping in
touch. If he doesn’t believe it’s
admirable, then his values
don’t line up with yours. If he
doesn’t believe you, then why
is he even with you?

The only response from
him that passes the fantastic-
relationship test is to trust
you. Ask for it. Tell him it’s
nonnegotiable — and that
equally so is your being wor-
thy of it in return.

Q: AAnn  aaccqquuaaiinnttaannccee  aanndd  II
mmeett  uupp  iinn  aa  ccooffffeeee  sshhoopp

llaasstt  wweeeekk  aanndd  ddiissccoovveerreedd  wwee
cclliicckkeedd..  HHoowweevveerr,,  sshhee  wwaass
oonnllyy  ooppeenn  ttoo  ffiinnddiinngg  aa  ccoonnnneecc--
ttiioonn  bbeeccaauussee  sshhee’’ss  hhaavviinngg  ttrroouu--
bbllee  wwiitthh  hheerr  bbooyyffrriieenndd..  II’’mm
aaccttuuaallllyy  wwrriittiinngg  oonn  hheerr  bbeehhaallff
bbeeccaauussee  II  ddoonn’’tt  kknnooww  hhooww  ttoo
aaddvviissee  hheerr..  HHee’’ss  oollddeerr  tthhaann  sshhee
iiss;;  wwee’’rree  bbootthh  uunnddeerrggrraadduuaatteess..
TThheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthheeiirr
rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp,,  aanndd  tthheeyy’’rree
aallrreeaaddyy  fflloossssiinngg  aanndd  wweeaatthheerr--
pprrooooffiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  wweellll..  TThhee
rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ffuunnccttiioonnss,,  ssoo  hheerr
ssuuddddeenn  aattttrraaccttiioonn  ttoo  mmee
sshhoocckkeedd  hheerr  ——  tthhoouugghh  sshhee
aaddmmiitttteedd  sshhee  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  ffrruuss--
ttrraatteedd  pphhyyssiiccaallllyy  wwiitthh  hhiimm  aanndd
hhaass  bbeegguunn  ttoo  wwoonnddeerr  iiff  sshhee’’ss
ttoooo  yyoouunngg  ((2200))  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ssoorrtt  ooff
ccoommmmiittmmeenntt,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  ssiinnccee
sshhee’’ss  ssttuuddyyiinngg  aabbrrooaadd  nneexxtt
sseemmeesstteerr  aanndd  aaddmmiittss  sshhee  mmiigghhtt
lliikkee  ttoo  kkiissss  tthhee  bbooyyss  tthheerree..

WWhhaatt  sshhoouulldd  sshhee  ddoo  nnooww??
AAss  ffoorr  mmee,,  II  hhaavvee  rreemmoovveedd
mmyysseellff  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssiittuuaattiioonn  aafftteerr
aann  iirrrreessiissttiibbllee  hhuugg  oorr  ttwwoo..  BBuutt,,
hhyyppootthheettiiccaallllyy,,  uunnddeerr  wwhhaatt  cciirr--
ccuummssttaanncceess  iiss  iitt  OOKK  ttoo,,  wweellll,,
ttrryy  ttoo  sstteeaall  ssoommeeoonnee??

——  SSoouutthh  CCaarroolliinnaa

A: What she should do is:
whatever she wants, as

long as she’s considerate about
it. And as long as it isn’t to
persuade herself that physical
problems don’t count. Nor to
swap one playhouse-spouse
for another.

What you should do is:
stop, well, hiding your ques-
tions behind nonhypothetical
hypotheticals and questions on
“her” behalf.

You want this girl. That’s
OK. You want her to know you
want her. That’s OK, too,
though if she doesn’t already
know then we all need to be
careful because night may no
longer follow day and gravity
could be reversed.

What isn’t OK is pretending
to advise her objectively when
the interests you tout are your
own, or throwing yourself at
her, or getting involved with
her before her current finds
out he’s an ex.

OK or not, there’s no point
in trying to steal her because
you can no more steal people
than you can own them.

However, since she gets to
choose for herself, she has a
right to know what her choic-
es are. If you haven’t spelled
out your feelings for her, go
for it. Then leave her alone to
decide.

E-mail “Tell Me About It”:
tellme@washpost.com; fax:
(202) 334-5669; or write: “Tell
Me About It,” c/o The Wash-
ington Post, Style Plus, 1150
15th St., NW, Washington, DC
20071. Chat online with Car-
olyn each Friday at noon at
www.washingtonpost.com.

c. Washington Post Writers Group

Carolyn Hax
Tell Me
About It

Campus Life
Chattanooga State

! Registration is under way for
summer camps on various top-
ics for children ages 7 and up.
The camps will take place
weekly between May 31 and
July 15. Space is limited. Call
697-3100 to register.

Source: Sandy Smith,
campus spokeswoman

Covenant
! Covenant climbed to sixth
place in U.S. News & World
Report’s ranking of Best Com-
prehensive Colleges — Bache-
lor’s (South) and fifth in the
category of Best Values:
Southern Comprehensive Col-
leges. Covenant was also
noted for its high graduation
rate.
! A new bachelor’s degree in
music with a concentration in
church music will begin in the
fall.

Source: Covenant College

Southern Adventist
! Registration for the second
summer session will take place
Monday through Friday.
! A Book Buy Back will take
place from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Thursday and from 9 a.m. until
noon Friday in the Campus
Shop.
! The first summer session
ends on Friday.

Source: Southern Adventist

UTC
! Midterm-grade notification
for afternoon classes will take
place Tuesday and Wednes-
day.
! Free, confidential needleless
HIV testing will be offered
between 1and 3 p.m. on
Wednesday in Student Health.
The Student Health Service, in
collaboration with the Chat-
tanooga-Hamilton County
Health Department, is offering
Orasure, the needleless way to
be tested for HIV.
! The Trisha Obear Memorial
Tennis Tournament will be held
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Fri-
day. If you would like to play in
the tournament or be a spon-
sor please call the alumni
office at 425-4785.

Source: University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga

Compiled by Christina
Cooke. E-mail ccooke@times
freepress.com

By Christina Cooke
Staff Writer

Hope Dunn, 23, sits with her legs
crossed in one of the salon chairs at
the Innovative International College
of Arts & Beauty on Dayton Boule-
vard. 

Another student, Jennifer Moore,
20, brushes dye into segments of
her shoulder-length hair and wraps
them in aluminum foil. 

Since she enrolled in the cosme-
tology program a few weeks ago,
Ms. Dunn has sported numerous
hairdos, courtesy of her classmates.
“I’ve had purple put in my hair; I’ve
had blond, and now I’m covering up
the blond and putting in red,” she
said. 

And her favorite style? 
“It’s probably going to be this

one,” she says, laughing as she eyes
Ms. Moore at work behind her.

Many young people are choosing
to pursue cosmetology, which is
growing, according to the National
Accrediting Commission of Cosme-
tology Arts and Sciences. “It’s a big
business,” said Cliff Culbreath,
director of communications for the
group. “The number of schools has
increased, and the attendance and
enrollment numbers have gone up
substantially in the last five years,”
he said.

A 2003 study sponsored by NAC-
CAS showed a favorable job market
for cosmetologists. “The bottom
line of the study showed that in the
cosmetology industry, if you wanted
a job, you had a job,” said Mr. Cul-
breath. The same is true today, he
said. “Some students have jobs
before they even graduate.” 

The International College of Arts
& Beauty, a Paul Mitchell signature
school, is one of about seven beauty
schools in the Chattanooga area.
Chattanooga State, as well, offers a
cosmetology program to 60 stu-
dents at a time, who are each guar-
anteed job placement upon their
graduation.

The Innovative International
College offers three programs,
although most students dabble in
them all: 40 students are studying
to be cosmetologists, or hair
dressers; 15 students are studying to
be aestheticians, or skin-care spe-
cialists; and one student is studying
nail artistry.

Before students can serve clients
in the school’s walk-in salon, they
must undergo an intensive period of
study and practice. The cosmetol-
ogy students, for example, spend
200 hours studying theory and col-
oring, styling and cutting the hair of
mannequins — and one another. 

Full-time cosmetology students
spend about eight hours a day at the
college and graduate in nine to 10
months, after completing 1,500
hours. They must then pass a state
exam to get a license to practice.

The students at the school are
mostly young women. Many are
fresh out of high school, but some
have enrolled after working for sev-
eral years or having children. Most
say they’ve always felt drawn to
hair.

Blayre Kerley, 19, who graduated
from Sequatchie County High
School last May, said she knew from
an early age that she wanted to be a
cosmetologist. She already has plans
for the day she graduates from the
college: She’s going to march into a
favorite salon with her application. 

Laura Standridge, 24, didn’t have
such definite plans. She said she’s
worked “about 50 different jobs”
since she graduated from Red Bank
High School six years ago. Among
other things, she’s been a bank
teller, a courier, a waitress and a
day-care provider. “I’ve been work-
ing at anything I could do to pay the
bills,” she said. 

But she thinks she’ll stick with
cosmetology. “I love it,” she said.
“You can make your own hours, and
the possibilities are endless of
where you can go and what you can
do.”

Geno Wallace, 35, worked in
industry for 17 years before he
enrolled in the college last Novem-
ber. “I’ve found my life’s passion
now,” he said. “I love everything
about it. I love the creativity, the
interaction with the clients, the
teamwork, the smell of the salon.”

“I’ve worked for ‘The Man’ for
many, many years,” he added. “Now
it’s time to work for me.”

E-mail Christina Cooke at
ccooke@timesfreepress.com

Cosmetology
schools keep

growing to
meet demands

Hair today
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Should she
stop talking
to her ex?

In life, it’s easy to forget where you are

Christina
Cooke
My Life: 20s

Staff Photo by Sean McRae Loftin
Innovative International College of Arts & Beauty student Jennifer Moore colors Hope Dunn’s hair. Working on each
other’s hair is part of the training to become a cosmetologist.

By Anick Jesdanun
The Associated Press

There’s been a change in
Ellen Lichtenstein’s study pat-
terns.

For half her classes this past
year, she no longer had to visit
a library to get the reading
materials professors had
placed on reserve. Instead, she
only needed Internet access
and a password.

“It’s as simple as logging
into my e-mail account, click-
ing on a few links and printing
it,” said Lichtenstein, 21, a New
York University communica-
tions senior from Birmingham,
Ala. “There’s no going to the
library, waiting on line, waiting
to Xerox it, there’s none of
that.”

And publishing companies
are worried precisely because
of that ease and convenience
— it’s another way for publish-
ers to lose sales.

The Association of Ameri-
can Publishers already has
contacted one school, the Uni-
versity of California, San
Diego, claiming “blatantly
infringing use is being made of
numerous books, journals and
other copyrighted works.”

Allan Adler, the group’s vice
president for legal and govern-
ment affairs, said he was inves-
tigating other universities,
which he would not name. He
suspected the practice might
be widespread on campuses
nationwide but said publishers
could never know because
such items are generally on
password-protected sites.

U.S. copyright law offers
greater leeway for noncom-
mercial uses like education,
but such “fair use” exemptions
are not automatic. Rather,
courts ultimately must apply a
four-part test that balances,
among other things, the
amount copied and its effect
on potential sales. A password
can help but does not guaran-
tee an exemption.

Publishers 
worry over
e-reserves


