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FISH TACOS  Local chefs reel in a tasty  
West Coast delight. Details Wednesday in 
Taste.
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WEATHER
Sunny, light
breeze
High: 59
Low: 27

BOOMERS DOWNSIZING INTO CONDOS, LIFE  ! GET MORE AT timesfreepress.com

FOR THE BIRDS
Nature Center is building 
an eagle’s nest to offer a 
close-up view.

VANDERBILT WOMEN 
BEAT LSU 51-45 TO WIN 
SEC TOURNAMENT.
SPORTS, C1METRO DETAILS, B10

Staff Photo by Dan Henry
Ooltewah Middle School sixth-graders, from left, Alexander Smith, Dominic Powell, Charlie Legac and Harrison Warren par-
ticipate in an all-boy language arts class taught by Stephanie Knox. Ooltewah Middle is piloting single-sex classes as part of 
a districtwide middle school reform effort.

By Christina Cooke
Staff Writer

Ooltewah Middle sixth-
grader Price McGinnis feels 
differently about girls than he 
did last year. When he gets 
around girls at school, he said, 
he feels a weird combination of 
nervousness and happiness.

“When you’re talking to 
girls, you’re pretty much flirt-
ing,” said Price, 12, who has a 
girlfriend he sees at church on 
Wednesdays and Sundays. “It 
was like that a little bit in fifth 
grade, but it really hit in sixth 
grade.”

In an attempt to eliminate 

the distraction of the opposite 
sex and help students learn 
with strategies that work for 
their gender, several schools 
are piloting all-boy and all-girl 
classes. The effort is part of 
the Middle Schools for a New 
Society reform initiative, paid 
for by a four-year, $6 million 
grant from the Lyndhurst Foun-
dation.

Middle school is a tough 
time, educators agree, because 
children’s bodies and minds are 
changing rapidly as they transi-
tion to young adulthood. It is a 
critical period, as well, because 

Separated by gender
Middle schools test strategies to reach students during critical years

By Edward Lee Pitts
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Most 
area Republican House law-
makers are attacking a plan by 
Democrats to offer legislation 
that would send U.S. troops 
home within six months if 
Iraqi leaders don’t follow 
through with promises to 
reduce violence in the war-
torn country.

R e p . 
Nathan Deal, 
R-Ga., called 
the proposal a 
waste of time.

“ I f  t h e y 
r e a l l y  a r e 
serious about 
it, let them 
exercise their 
constitutional 
authority to 
cut funding,” 
Rep. Deal said. 
“That is the 
one they are 
running away 
from.”

H o u s e 
Democrats are centering the 
Iraq proposals on a $100 bil-
lion emergency supplemental 
spending request for the Iraq 
war by the Bush administra-
tion. The House Appropria-
tions Committee is scheduled 
to examine the request this 
week.

Rep. Lincoln Davis, D-Tenn., 
said he expects the House to 
authorize the funds. But he 

Iraq plan 
draws 
criticism 
from GOP
" Measure would make 
deployment of U.S. troops 
dependent on progress 
from Iraqis.

By Angie Herrington
Staff Writer

Gov. Phil Bredesen’s pro-
posed 2007-08 operating bud-
get includes $8.3 million to 
continue diversity initiatives 
after last year’s dismissal of 
a decades-old desegregation 
lawsuit.

“We’re really pleased the 
governor recognized the 
importance of this,” said 
Wendy Thompson, special 

assistant to the 
chancellor for 
the Tennes-
see Board of 
Regents. “We 
think we can 
do a lot with 
what he’s pro-
posed.”

The diver-
sity initiatives’ 
money would 

be grouped with $1.7 million in 
the base budget and $1.3 mil-
lion for the debt service fund 
for building projects at Ten-
nessee State University. The 
$11.3 million total is the same 
level of funding as before the 
lawsuit’s dismissal, according 
to budget documents.

Gov. Bredesen’s $8.3 million 
request is offset by money the 
state had been paying each year 
to meet the requirements of a 
court-ordered agreement called 
the Geier Consent Decree, bud-
get documents state.

Tennessee’s two higher 

Governor 
asks funds 
for college 
diversity

By Michael Davis
Staff Writer

The positive reception to a 
proposed workplace smoking 
ban expressed by Chattanooga 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
members in a recent unscien-
tific survey shows the local 
business community largely 
supports such a policy, a Cham-
ber official said.

Of 678 respondents, 86.7 per-
cent said they back a smoking 
ban in all indoor public places 
and all places of employment, 
Hayes Ledford said.

Mr. Ledford, vice presi-
dent for public affairs with the 
Chamber, said while the survey, 
completed in January, is not a 
“dead-on poll,” it gives officials 
a good reading on where their 
roughly 1,500 members stand 
on the proposal.

“With numbers that high, 
you can tell sentiment is pretty 
strong,” he said.

Several bills dealing with 
workplace smoking have been 
filed in the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly this session. 
Some call for a comprehensive 

workplace smoking ban in the 
state, while others would allow 
exemptions for certain busi-
nesses, such as cigar bars and 
those that restrict entry based 
on age. Gov. Phil Bredesen has 
said he supports a workplace 
smoking ban, but he noted that 
he didn’t think a ban would 
pass without exceptions.

Daisy Bowers, manager of 
the Pickle Barrel restaurant 
downtown, said a more com-
prehensive ban could hurt her 
business because most of her 
customers smoke.

“We’re one of the smokiest 
bars in town,” she said.

Chastity Mitchell, contract 
lobbyist for the Campaign for 

Chamber members back 
workplace smoking ban

By Libby Quaid
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Call it 
chocolate with a pedigree.

Like a good Bordeaux or Chi-
anti, some chocolate comes from 
a particular place — the Indone-
sian island of Java or Venezuela’s 

Sur del Lago, for example.
As with wine grapes, the 

source of cacao beans is sup-
posed to result in distinct flavors 
and aromas. Chocolate from 
Colombia might seem peppery 
while chocolate from Venezuela 
might smell like vanilla.

“It’s like colors on a palette,” 
says Gary Guittard, president 
and chief executive of San Fran-
cisco’s Guittard Chocolate Co. 
“There is a tremendous parallel 
between wine and chocolate.”

He mentions terroir (pro-
nounced tehr-WAHR), a French 

word used for wine and coffee 
that translates loosely as “taste 
of the earth.” The idea is that 
beans grown near a vanilla 
orchid plantation may carry 
notes of vanilla, depending on 

Chocolates with pedigrees marketed to connoisseurs

By Nedra Pickler
The Associated Press

SELMA, Ala. — Presidential 
candidates Barack Obama and 
Hillary Clinton crossed campaign 
paths for the first time Sunday as 
they paid homage to civil rights 
activists who they said helped 
give them the chance to break 
barriers to the White House.

The two candidates and for-
mer President Clinton, making 
his first appearance with his 
wife since her campaign began, 
linked arms with activists who 
42 years ago were attacked by 
police with billy clubs during 
a peaceful voting rights march. 
“Bloody Sunday” shocked the 
nation and helped bring atten-
tion to the racist voting prac-
tices that kept blacks from the 

polls.
“I’m here because somebody 

marched for our freedom,” 
Obama, who would become the 
first black president, said from 
the Brown Chapel AME Church 
where the march began on 
March 7, 1965. “I’m here because 
you all sacrificed for me. I stand 
on the shoulders of giants.”

Not to be outdone in the 
hunt for black votes, Hillary 
Clinton also spoke in Selma at 
a church three blocks away and 

Clintons, Obama pay homage to civil rights activists

Wendy 
Thompson

REFORM INITIATIVE
Besides single-sex classes, some changes are:

The Associated Press
Democratic presidential candidates Barack Obama, D-Ill., 
far left, white shirt, and Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y., 
along with former President Bill Clinton, walk Sunday across 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., to commemorate 
the anniversary of the 1965 Selma-to-Montgomery march.

See CHOCOLATE, Page A6

See DIVERSITY, Page A6 See IRAQ , Page A6

INSIDE
"  Troops 
enter Sadr 
City slum,  A3

Nathan  
Deal

Training: Teachers are provided the opportunity to 
attend training sessions and encouraged to 

work together to develop curriculum.

Looping: Teachers stay with the same set of 
students for two years.

Enrichment: A period is set aside each day 
to allow students to pursue their 

interests or get extra help in core subjects.

Schedules: Schools offer classes that start earlier 
in the day to meet the needs of 

students who have social or physical issues that prevent them 
from achieving later in the school day. 

See SCHOOLS, Page A4

" Candidates speak well 
of each other as they 
join “Bloody Sunday” 
anniversary march.

See SELMA, Page A4

Source: Hamilton County middle school principals and the Public Education Fund

" Details of programs 
will change, but $8.3 
million would continue 
efforts begun in the wake 
of a 1965 lawsuit.

See CHAMBER, Page A4

ON THE WEB
" Chattanooga Area 
Chamber of Commerce: 
www.chattanooga-chamber 
.com
" Campaign for a 
Healthy and Responsible 
Tennessee: www.tnchart.org
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it’s when students either buy into 
school and get on track for high-
er education or disengage. Boys 
struggle most through the devel-
opmental changes, many said.

“Middle school is almost uni-
versally agreed to be among the 
most difficult years in a child’s 
schooling,” said Jack Murrah, 
president of the Lyndhurst 
Foundation. “Those are years 
in a student’s educational devel-
opment that sometimes make 
teachers pull their hair out try-
ing to figure out what works.”

With the help of the Lynd-
hurst grant money, educators are 
trying to reach the roughly 11,000 
students in Hamilton County’s 
public middle schools with a 
variety of strategies — from 
offering more teacher training 
to creating alternative schedules 
for certain students to grouping 
students by gender.

Expanding on a program 
piloted in the sixth grade last 
year, 21st Century Academy’s 
middle school moved to all 
same-sex classes in all grades 
this year. Ooltewah Middle 
has offered math and language 
arts in same-sex classes since 
August, and Orchard Knob Mid-
dle started offering same-sex 
language arts, science and social 
studies classes in January.

Because the little research that 
exists on single-sex education is 
not conclusive about its effective-
ness, educators here have to find 
out for themselves whether it 
works, Mr. Murrah said.

“I don’t think it’s the right 
way; I don’t think it’s the wrong 
way,” Mr. Murrah said. “I think 
it’s one way to educate people 
at that age. We have to try these 
things to see if they make a pos-
itive difference.”

THOUGHTS FROM THE 
CLASSROOM

Ooltewah Middle language 
arts teacher Stephanie Knox said 
she, at least, is convinced that 
same-sex classes are effective.

“I love it because of the focus 
I get from the kids in the all-
boys and all-girls classes,” she 
said. “Everyone is more com-

fortable and at ease.”
In addition, she said, she can 

teach students using material 
that interests them and meth-
ods that catch their attention. 
Around the tables at Ms. Knox’s 
sixth-grade class on Thursday, 
boys worked in pairs to read 
biographies of athletes from 
Sports Illustrated for Kids.

Harrison Warren and Alex-
ander Smith, both 12, pored 
over an article about soccer 
star Freddy Adu, then discussed 
what they’d read and filled out 
a graphic organizer.

“We do more stuff guys like 
than girls like,” Harrison said of 
being able to read sports arti-
cles or Zorro graphic novels. “I 
read better when I read stuff I’m 
interested in.”

Victoria Karnauch, 12, who 
has Ms. Knox for an all-girls 
language arts class later in the 
day, said she loves the gender-
specific classes, as well.

“We can talk about different 
things and know each other bet-
ter,” she said. “We can talk about 
boys if we want.”

Many students also said they 
feel less pressure to perform 
when surrounded by members 
of their sex.

“I feel more comfortable with 
boys because I can relate to 
boys,” said Orchard Knob Middle 
eighth-grader Tavron Hughes, 14, 
whose grades have improved in 
the classes where he is surround-
ed by just males. “With girls, you 
can have trouble.”

But Helen Walton, who 
teaches all-girls and all-boys 
language arts classes at Orchard 
Knob Middle, isn’t sold on the 
idea. As Ms. Walton played an 
audio recording of Will Hobbs’ 
“Crossing the Wire” for a class 
of 20 eighth-grade boys Friday 
morning, some followed along 
in their copy of the book while 
others lay their heads on their 
desks.

“I can’t see they’re grasp-
ing more by being separated,” 
Ms. Walton said. “I don’t think 
there’s a workplace in our 
society that has all men or all 
women. They need to mingle 
with one another so they can 
see how each other function.”

THE PRINCIPALS’ SAY
Principal Mary Lewis at 21st 

Century Academy said while 
dividing students all day, every 
day has proven successful for 
most students academically, it 
is socially a little tricky.

“We do see in the hallway an 
increased interaction (between 
boys and girls),” Dr. Lewis said. 
“They’re eager to talk to each 
other, and the hallway is not as 
supervised as the classroom.” 

Next year, the school most 
likely will keep students sepa-
rated by gender in their core 
classes, but bring them together 
for electives, she said.

Ooltewah Middle principal 
Pam Dantzler said she has been 
surprised by how quickly the 
same-sex classes produced posi-
tive changes.

She has received no discipline 
referrals out of any of the six 
gender-based classes, though the 

same students in other classes 
sometimes misbehave, she said. 
And while the girls’ performance 
has remained about even, the 
boys are receiving higher grades 
in the same-sex reading and 
math classes, she said.

Though the school plans to 
tweak some of the other reforms 
it’s trying this year, “this is on the 
keeper list,” Ms. Dantzler said of 
the gender-based classes.

About two months into the 
pilot program, Orchard Knob 
Middle principal Herbert 
McCray said based on his prior 
experience as a teacher of sin-
gle-sex classes, he’s hopeful the 
strategy will work at his school.

“This being the baseline year 
for single-gender classes, we can 
go back, reflect, throw out what 
isn’t working and keep things 
that are,” Mr. McCray said. 

E-mail Christina Cooke at 
ccooke@timesfreepress.com

brought a secret weapon — her 
husband. Three days before the 
march anniversary, her campaign 
announced that the former presi-
dent who is so popular among 
blacks would accompany her for 
his induction into Selma’s Voting 
Rights Hall of Fame.

Sen. Clinton said the Voting 
Rights Act and the Selma march 
made possible her presidential 
campaign, as well as those of 
Obama and New Mexico Gov. 
Bill Richardson, who would be 
the first Hispanic to occupy the 
Oval Office.

“After all the hard work get-
ting rid of literacy tests and poll 
taxes, we’ve got to stay awake 
because we’ve got a march to 
continue,” Clinton said in a 
speech interrupted numerous 
times by applause and shouts 
of approval. “How can we rest 
while poverty and inequality 
continue to rise?”

Clinton and Obama both 
appeared outside Brown Chapel 
for a premarch rally, but they 
came from opposite sides of 
the podium and did not inter-
act. Despite the intense rivalry 
between their campaigns, the 
two praised each other.

“It’s excellent that we have 
a candidate like Barack Obama 
who embodies what all of you 
fought for here 42 years ago,” 
Clinton said. Obama said Clin-
ton is “doing an excellent job for 
this country and we’re going to 
be marching arm-in-arm.”

But they did not join arms 
when the commemorative 
march attended by thousands 
got under way. Instead, Clin-
ton held hands with her hus-

band and Obama was several 
people down the line. Obama, 
who shed his coat and tie for 
the march, approached Hillary 
Clinton at one point and the two 
chatted for a few seconds before 
moving back to opposite sides 
of the street.

The two candidates sounded 
similar themes in their speech-
es. Both said the civil rights 
movement is not over because 
inequality still exists in educa-
tion, health care and the econ-
omy. Both criticized the Bush 
administration for failing to 
return Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims to their homes.

But Obama, who was 3 years 
old on Bloody Sunday, delivered 
a call to action that would be 
politically unfeasible for Clinton 
or any of his other white rivals. 
He said the current generation 
of blacks does not always honor 
the civil rights movement and 
needs to take responsibility for 
improving their lives by reject-
ing violence, cleaning up “40-
ounce bottles” and other trash 

that litters urban neighborhoods 
and voting instead of complain-
ing that the government is not 
helping them.

“How can it be that our vot-
ing rates dropped down to 30, 
40, 50 percent when people shed 
their blood to allow us to vote?” 
Obama asked at a unity breakfast 
with community leaders.

At the breakfast, Obama got 
a key to the city and another 
to surrounding Dallas County 
from a probate judge, Kim Bal-
lard. “Forty-two years ago he 
might would have needed it 
because I understand it would 
open the jail cells,” Ballard said. 
“But not today.”

Obama said the fight for civil 
rights reverberated across the 
globe and inspired his father to 
aspire to something beyond his 
job herding goats in Kenya. His 
father moved to Hawaii to get 
an education under a program 
for African students and met 
Obama’s mother, a fellow stu-
dent from Kansas.

Obama said he was not sur-

prised when it was reported last 
week that his white ancestors on 
his mother’s side owned slaves. 
“That’s no surprise in America,” 
he said and added that the civil 
rights struggle made it possible 
for such a diverse couple to fall 
in love.

But the former president stole 
the show from the two candidates. 
The audience cheered loudest for 
him when the three took the stage 
at the end of the march, and the 
crowd mobbed him as he tried to 
make it to his limousine, delaying 
his departure.

a Healthy and Responsible Ten-
nessee, which is pushing a ban, 
said her organization does not 
want the policy to be full of 
exceptions.

Ms. Mitchell said a smoking 
ban could improve wellness, 
reduce health care expenses and 
address some workers’ compen-
sation issues.

“A lot of folks are fearful that 
you could have a nonsmoker that 
could sue their employer for con-
stantly being placed in a smoking 
environment,” she said.

She said her organization 
is rallying behind legislation 
sponsored in the House by Rep. 
Gary Odom, D-Nashville, and in 
the Senate by Sen. Jim Kyle, D-
Memphis, and Sen. Roy Herron, 
D-Dresden.

The bill would prohibit smok-
ing inside all public buildings in 
Tennessee, including bars and 
restaurants. It would provide 
some exemptions for smoking to 
be allowed in places such as des-
ignated hotel and motel rooms.

The Chattanooga Area 
Chamber of Commerce sup-
ports a comprehensive ban, but 
Mr. Ledford said certain exemp-
tions, perhaps for bars, are likely 
to be added.

He said that while business-
es typically take a hands-off 
approach to government reg-
ulation, a smoking ban could 
improve quality of life.

“The public health benefits 
outweigh any burden the busi-
nesses may bear,” he said.

Gary Selvy, Tennessee direc-
tor for the National Federation 
of Independent Business, said 
the chapter does not have a 
formal position on a possible 
workplace smoking ban.

Phil Windham, owner of the 
Chattanooga Billiard Club loca-
tions downtown and on Jordan 
Drive, said he would support a 
ban that included exclusions for 
businesses like upscale sports 
bars and cigar-friendly estab-
lishments such as his.

“Let capitalism determine 
what’s right and what’s wrong,” 
he said.

Blake Curtis, assistant man-
ager of Holiday Bowl on Hix-
son Pike, said the bowling 
alley implemented a Thursday 
smoke-free policy from 6-9 p.m. 
after some customers made a 
request. He said owners are 
considering a smoke-free day 
during the summer.

While a smoking ban could 
influence some bar business, it 
likely would not have much over-
all impact on the alley, he said.

E-mail Michael Davis at 
michaeld@timesfreepress.com

Staff Photo by Dan Henry
Ooltewah Middle School sixth-graders Aaron Edwards, bot-
tom left, and Matt Lavin participate in an all-boys language 
arts class.

“In the boys’ class, 
you can focus more 
because you don’t 
have to worry about 
showing off in front 
of the girls.”

— Dominic Powell, 
12, Ooltewah Middle 

sixth-grader

“I think it’s better to 
be with boys and 
girls. Some girls 
don’t like some girls. 
We don’t always get 
along.”

— Tineika Goosby, 
15, Orchard Knob 

Middle eighth-
grader

“I’m doing better 
on tests than other 
classes with the 
boys. The boys talk 
a lot.”

— Mia Han, 12, 
Ooltewah Middle 

sixth-grader 

“Ms. Knox can teach 
us the lesson in a 
different way (in the 
all-girls’ class), and 
it’s probably more 
interesting.”

— Victoria 
Karnauch, 12, 

Ooltewah Middle 
sixth-grader

“We should have 
girls in some 
classes because 
I don’t want it to 
be all boys in all 
classes. It feels all 
lonely without the 
girls.”
— Alexander Smith, 
12, Ooltewah Middle 

sixth-grader

“When you have 
girls in the class, 
you get distracted. 
You’re not paying 
attention, and you 
don’t get good 
grades when you 
don’t pay attention.”
— Harrison Warren, 
12, Ooltewah Middle 

sixth-grader

Students speak out on same-sex classes

• Continued from Page A1

Schools: Strategies tested

• Continued from Page A1

Selma

• Continued from Page A1

Chamber

The Associated Press
TOKYO — Japan will not 

apologize again for its World 
War II military brothels, even 
if the U.S. Congress passes a 
resolution demanding it, Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe told parlia-
ment today.

Abe, elaborating on his deni-
al last week that women were 
forced to serve as frontline pros-
titutes, said none of the testimony 
in hearings last month by the U.S. 
House of Representatives offered 
any solid proof of abuse.

“I must say we will not apolo-
gize even if there’s a resolution,” 
Abe told lawmakers in a lengthy 
debate, during which he also said 
he stood by Japan’s landmark 
1993 apology on the brothels.

Historians say that up to 
200,000 women — mostly from 
Korea and China — served in Jap-

anese military brothels through-
out Asia in the 1930s and ’40s.

Accounts of abuse by the mil-
itary — including kidnapping of 
women and girls for use in the 
brothels — have been backed up 
by witnesses, victims and even 
former Japanese soldiers.

But prominent Japanese 
scholars and politicians routinely 
deny direct military involvement 
or the use of force in rounding 
up the women, blaming private 
contractors for any abuses.

Abe last week sided with the 
critics, saying that there was no 
proof that the women were coerced 
into prostitution, igniting a storm 
of criticism and protests in South 
Korea and other countries.

The U.S. House is consid-
ering a nonbinding resolution 
that would demand a formal 
acknowledgment and apology.

Japan refuses additional 
apology on WWII brothels

If you dream of owning 
your own business,
we need to talk.  
Twenty-two years ago, the founders 
of Stay At Home helped pave the way 
in establishing the home healthcare 
industry. 

Stay At Home is now bringing franchise 
opportunities to the Chattanooga area, 
starting with an introductory session 
you’ll want to attend. 

Make your reservations promptly, 
because seating is limited.
The moment has come to realize your 
dream and to enjoy a rewarding and 
fulfilling career doing good for others.  

Stay At Home™

Home Healthcare
Franchise Introduction
Wednesday, March 7
Country Inns & Suites Hotel

7051 McCutcheon Road
I-75 at Shallowford Road near Hamilton Place Mall

Compassionate and Dependable Care

Do well for yourself. 

Do good for others.

For more information, call 1-877-261-0793 or visit our web site: www.StayHomeWeb.com
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New Exciting Denture
Alternatives!

• No Palate
• No Adhesives

CALL TODAY FOR
INFORMATION!
894-4084

Drew Shabo, DDS, PC
www.ShaboDentalSpa.com

1612 Gunbarrel Road

814778Upper Implant

Upper Denture
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2012 E. Main Street    Chattanooga

• Scrap gold
• Gold coins
(including 10, 14, 18 & 24 karat)
• US Silver coins
• Sterling Silver Flatware
• Diamonds
• We also accept trade-ins* Mon. - Fri. 9:00-5:30      Sat. 9:30-3:00

423.629.4996 • 423.698.6343

The gold and silver market is at
a twenty-five year high!

COIN COMPANY

We pay top dollar for scrap gold.

119 Herron Street • Ft. Oglethorpe, GA

706.861.2926
*Subject to credit approval. See dealer for more details. Not applicable to prior sales. Custom built in seven days in most cases. Offer ends March 28, 2007.

www.madaris.com

WINDOWS • SUNROOMS • SIDING
Family Owned And Operated For Over 40 Years!

81
57

52

Financing Available!

90 Days

Same As Cash

Purchase 10 Windows
Get The 11th Free!*

11th  Window Of Equal Or Lesser Value

MEMBER
NW GEORGIA

CLASSIC COLLECTIBLES
Mon.-Tue. 10:00am - 4:30pm • Wed. 10:00am - 3:30pm • Thur.-Fri. 10:00am - 5:00pm

109 E. 7th St. • 752-5000

815819

We buy Gold & Silver
Coin Collections

816142

301 W. 25th St. • 267.7847 • www.therugrack.com

SALE


