
By Robert H. Reid
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Bombs 
and gunfire killed about 60 
people as another daytime 
curfew Saturday failed to halt 
violence that has claimed 
nearly 200 lives since the 
destruction of a Shiite shrine 
set off a wave of retribution 
against Sunnis and pushed 
Iraq toward civil war.

In an unusual round of 
t e l e p h o n e 
d i p l o m a c y, 
President Bush 
spoke  wi th 
seven leaders 
of Shiite, Sunni 
A r a b  a n d 
Kurdish politi-
cal parties Sat-
urday in a bid 
to defuse the 
sectarian cri-
sis unleashed 
by the bombing of the Shiites’ 
Askariya shrine in Samarra.

Bush “encouraged them 
to continue to work together 
to thwart the efforts of the 
perpetrators of the violence 
to sow discord among Iraq’s 
communities,” said Frederick 
Jones, a spokesman for the 
White House’s National Secu-
rity Council.

Reprisal attacks that fol-
lowed the Wednesday blast 
in Samarra have derailed talks 
on a forming new Iraqi gov-
ernment and threaten Wash-
ington’s goal of building up a 
self-sufficient Iraq free of U.S. 
military involvement.

But Bush’s intervention 
appeared to ease Sunni fears. 
Tariq al-Hashimi, leader of the 
Sunni Iraqi Accordance Front, 
said after speaking with Bush 
that a new government was the 
best way to ease the crisis.

A second straight day of 
curfew in Baghdad and three 
surrounding provinces kept 
the city relatively calm, rais-
ing hopes the worst of the cri-

60 killed; 
U.S. tries 
to calm 
Iraqi chaos

By Bob Gary Jr.
Staff Writer

Chattanooga’s  hotel -
room tax rate is among the 
nation’s highest, according to 
a Wisconsin-based consult-
ing firm.

The city was fifth national-
ly on a list compiled last year 
by Runzheimer International. 
Chattanooga’s room tax rate 
at the time was 16.25 percent 
but has increased since then 
to 17.25 percent.

Even so, f igures from 
Hendersonville, Tenn.-based 
Smith Travel Research show 
that Chattanooga’s hotel-room 
occupancy has increased for 
each of the last three years. 
Occupancy in 2005 was up 
by more than 11 percent com-
pared to 2004, the figures 
show.

“Chattanooga’s having a 
great run,” said Brad Garner, 
director of operations at Smith 
Travel. “Do I see a (negative) 
bed-tax impact? Doesn’t look 
like it.”

ENHANCING A CITY’S 
APPEAL

Daisy Madison, the city’s 
finance director, said the city’s 
hotel tax money — nearly $2.6 
million last year — is ear-
marked to cover $54 million of 
the $120 million 21st Century 
Waterfront Plan. When that 
$54 million is paid off in 2030, 
she said, the city could con-
tinue to draw on that revenue 
stream for more waterfront 
improvements.

Walt Baker, chief executive 
officer of the Tennessee Hotel 
and Lodging Association, said 
enhancing a city’s appeal as a 
tourist destination is the right 
way to use hotel tax money.

“The problem is when cit-
ies just look to balance their 
budgets” with higher hotel-
room taxes, he said. “Then 

City hotel  
tax one of 
highest
in nation

By Christina Cooke
Staff Writer

About five minutes into a 
Saturday night wrestling match 
at Georgia Xtreme Wrestling in 
Rossville, Sam Young slipped out 
of the ring and grabbed a stop 
sign from beneath the platform.

As his opponents, Chip “Haz-
ard” Brown and Jesse “Kilawaya” 
Harvey, fought to pin each other 
to the ground, Mr. Young hoisted 
himself back into the ring and 
cracked the sign twice over Mr. 
Brown’s back and once against 
his forehead. Mr. Brown howled 
and thumped to the ground, his 
eyes closed and his arms limp at 
his sides. The crowd cheered.

The match was business as 
usual at Georgia Xtreme Wres-
tling.

Pro wrestling is popular in 
warehouses and vacant halls in 
many parts of the country, said 
Georgia Boxing Commissioner 
Tom Mishou, who estimates 
there are 30 independent opera-
tions in Georgia alone. 

While many states strictly 

regulate boxing and other per-
son-on-person sports with mea-
sures ranging from weigh-ins 
to ringside supervisors, more 
than 25 do not regulate wres-
tling, said Tim Lueckenhoff, 
president of the Association of 
Boxing Commissions. 

Georgia, Tennessee and Ala-
bama are among those that do 
not regulate the activity.

“(Wrestlers) keep pushing 
the envelope, and it’s pushing 
safety right out of the picture,” 
said Mr. Mishou. “My great fear 
is that I’ll pick up the paper 
someday and find out some 14-
year-old kid has some irrevers-
ible brain injury as a result of 
some lawn chair stunt.”

The  Georgia  Genera l 
Assembly addressed wrestling 
regulation last spring after a 
performer at an independent 
operation poured lighter fluid 
on his opponent and lit him, Mr. 
Mishou said.

While the Georgia legisla-

No holds barred
Extreme wrestling is all part of a night’s entertainment

KILLER
MOVES
CHOKESLAM
Wrestler grasps 
opponent’s neck 
then lifts and 
slams him to the 
mat back first.
CLOTHESLINE 
Wrestler extends 
arm straight out 
from body, runs 
by opponent, 
knocking him 
over.
ELBOW DROP
Wrestler slams 
into an opponent, 
driving an elbow 
into his body.
PILE DRIVER
Wrestler grabs 
his opponent, 
turns him upside-
down, then drops 
into a sitting or 
kneeling position, 
driving the 
opponent’s head 
into the mat.
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LOOKING AHEAD
CALIFORNIA DREAMING  NASCAR heads 
west for today’s Auto Club 500 in Fontana, 
Calif. Read about which driver comes out on 
top Monday in Sports.
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VOLS FALL; MOCS WIN, SPORTS C1  !  COUPONS WORTH $311.74 INSIDE

ACTIVE ARTS
Upcoming local events 
give average people a 
chance to be creative.
METRO

Staff 

Photo 

by Tim 

TAX HOT LINE
You can call the Times 
Free Press’ hot line 
today for tax assistance.
BUSINESS, G1

WEATHER

Sunny but cooler

DETAILS, B8

High
51
Low
30

Staff Photo by Meghan Brown
Referee Steven “Gilligan” Dean, left, counts out a pin made by Jessie Bosquez on his trainer, Ric Mullins, during a train-
ing session at Georgia Xtreme Wrestling in Rossville. Mr. Bosquez came to Georgia from Texas to learn how to wrestle 
and performs under the name “El Diablo.”

Staff Photo by Meghan Brown
Chip Brown, wrestling as “Hazard,” 
grinds a cheese grater against the 
forehead of Frank Nelson, wrestling 
as “Switch Blade,” during a Saturday 
night show at GXW. See WRESTLING, Page A9

By Edward Lee Pitts
Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Congres-
sional House members from 
Tennessee and North Georgia 
have taken 152 privately funded 
trips that cost $379,700 in trav-
el, lodging and food since 2000, 
records show.

U.S. Rep. Harold Ford, D-
Tenn., took 69 trips, more than 
any other member of Congress 
during the past five years, 
according to data compiled by 
congressional watchdog group 
Political Money Line. 

Rep. John Duncan, R-Tenn., 
spent more than any regional 
delegate with 19 privately fund-
ed trips costing $91,997.

The least-traveled lawmaker 
from the Tennessee and North 
Georgia delegation was Rep. 
William Jenkins, R-Tenn., who 
went on one $950 trip to White 
Sulphur Springs, W.Va., paid for 

Area U.S. House members’ 
travel tab totals $379,700

See HOTEL, Page A8

See TRAVEL, Page A8

" Despite a levy of 17.25 
percent, travel researchers 
say Chattanooga’s oc-
cupancy rate has grown 
over the past three years.

John
Duncan

Harold
Ford Jr.

See IRAQ , Page A10

" President Bush           
telephones political      
leaders to urge them to 
work together to stop    
sectarian violence.

By Ted Bridis
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Homeland Security Depart-
ment objected at first to a Unit-
ed Arab Emirates company’s 
taking over significant opera-
tions at six U.S. ports. It was the 
lone protest among members 
of the government committee 
that eventually approved the 
deal without dissent.

The department’s early 
objections were settled later in 
the government’s review of the 
$6.8 billion deal after Dubai-
owned DP World agreed to a 
series of security restrictions.

The company indefinitely 
has postponed its takeover to 

give President Bush time to 
convince Congress that the deal 
does not pose any increased 
risks to the United States from 
terrorism.

Some lawmakers have pressed 
for a new and intensive review. 
Despite persistent criticism from 
Republicans and Democrats, 
the president has defended his 
administration’s approval of the 

Homeland Security objected,
then went along on ports deal

" The department’s con-
cerns were eased when the 
company agreed to secu-
rity restrictions.

See PORTS, Page A10

The Associated Press
American Apolo Anton Ohno races ahead of Canada’s Fran-
cois-Louis Tremblay in the men’s 500-meter skating final at 
the 2006 Winter Olympic Games in Turin, Italy, Saturday. 
Ohno took gold, and Tremblay won silver. More on the Olym-
pics in Sports.

Ohno wins gold for U.S.

President
Bush



ture did pass a law requiring 
wrestling operations to obtain 
licenses, it stopped short of 
imposing regulations. Mr. 
Mishou estimates that 15 orga-
nizations are licensed, including 
GXW. 

“It’s not a good law, I’ll admit 
up front, but it’s what was put 
on my desk,” Mr. Mishou said. 
“What we’re doing is taking 
the first baby step in (imposing 
regulations) by identifying who 
these groups are in Georgia.”

Kelly McNeely Brockman, 
communications director for 
the Tennessee Department of 
Commerce and Insurance, said 
the state does not regulate wres-
tling events as most constitute 
“entertainment” and not sport-
ing events. The state’s boxing 
program does not maintain a 
list of wrestling organizations 
since those organizations are 
not regulated, she said. 

Regulation of wrestling would 
require legislation, she said. The 
Tennessee General Assembly is 
not considering any legislation 
related to wrestling this year, 
state records show.  

A PERSISTENT CULTURE
GXW kicks off at 8 p.m. every 

Saturday in a corrugated metal 
building across from Darr’s 
Chow Time on McFarland Ave-
nue. Each week, men, women 
and children pay $6 each at the 
door and file into three rows of 
metal folding chairs around the 
ring to watch the battle for the 
title belt. 

During extreme matches, 
nothing is against the rules. At 
Xtreme Wrestling Alliance in 
South Pittsburg, Tenn., wrestlers 
slam each other’s heads with 
mailboxes and fluorescent light 
tubes. They bowl each other 
into the announcer’s stand, 
sling each other across vacant 
chairs in the audience and drag 
each other to the bathroom for 
a dunk in the toilet. At GXW, 
wrestlers take cheese graters 
and barbed wire to each other’s 
skin. The referee hangs around 
only to name a winner.

Fran Nelson, 47, who runs 
GXW with her husband, Grady, 
72, said she writes a story line 
for each match, which outlines 
who will win and how. While 
most of the moves involve some 
degree of acting, she said, getting 
hit still hurts. 

“Most of my wrestlers make 
contact,” she said. “They say its 
not worth getting in the ring if 
they’re not going to feel it.”

Mrs. Nelson said that although 
wrestling is inherently dangerous, 
she tries to run as safe an opera-
tion as possible. She requires 
wrestlers be 18 or older and train 
for several months before joining 
the show. She also stands ringside 
during the matches to watch for 
injuries or lost tempers.

“We try to run the safest 
wrestling in the area,” she said. 
“I’ve told (the wrestlers) I don’t 
want them to get hurt any more 
than they have to.”

Extreme pro wrestling is one 
facet of a cultural legacy of vio-
lence in the rural South, said Dr. 
Peter Coclanis, a historian at the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.

“In the South, there has long 
been a tradition of this brutal 
prizefighting, these eye-goug-
ing-biting-hair-pulling-scratch-
ing-no-holds-barred rasslers 
who would go around fighting 
for money,” he said. “I don’t 
think it’ll ever die out. There’ll 
always be some form of it.”

Some of the 30 to 100 people 
who attend GXW matches every 
week say they come because 
they have watched wrestling on 
TV since they were children, and 
they want to see a live act. Oth-
ers say they show up because 
their son or brother or nephew 
or boyfriend fights every week 
and they want to watch.

And others say they spend 
their Saturday nights at GXW 
because, on a Saturday night in 
Rossville, there’s not much else 
to do. 

“I guess this and football are 
the highlights of Rossville,” said 
Justin Bivens, 18, who attended 
a match one night with his best 
friend. 

“VANCE KNUCKLES 
THE PIT FIGHTER”

Mr. Young has wrestled pro-
fessionally for five years. Known 
to the North Georgia wrestling 
community as “Vance Knuckles 
the Pit Fighter,” the 200-pound 
wrestler usually fights in black 
spandex pants, knee pads and a 
black GXW T-shirt. He has eight 

tattoos he’s gotten at his cous-
in’s parlor, depicting everything 
from a flaming skull to a memo-
rial to his father, who died when 
Mr. Young was 6 years old. 

When he’s not wrestling, Mr. 
Young euthanizes animals at the 
Humane Educational Society in 
Chattanooga. He chain-smokes 
Marlboro Lights and likes a few 
beers after a good fight. 

Despite his roughness, Mr. 
Young has captured many hearts. 
The children in the audience 
chant “Go, Vance, Go!” when he 
takes the ring. His sons from a 
previous marriage, ages 10 and 
7, look forward to every other 
weekend when they get to spend 
time at his house. His girlfriend 
of five months, Rosie Hasting, 21, 
describes him as “the best thing 
that ever happened to me.” And 
his mother, Eva, attends all of his 
practices and matches since he 
started wrestling and is usually 
one of the loudest hecklers in 
the audience.

One night in the ring, Mr. 
Young faced his best friend and 
half brother, John “Lance Knuck-
les” Kilgore, 27. Mr. Young fought 
Mr. Kilgore to the ground, posi-
tioned a metal pizza pan on his 
groin and elbow-dropped onto 
it. Once Mr. Kilgore recovered, 
he seized Mr. Young in a head-
lock and slammed him down 
onto the mat.

While the two didn’t hurt each 

other seriously during that match, 
Mr. Young said he put Mr. Kilgore 
in the hospital three months into 
their training with a spine-buster 
gone wrong.

“I know it wasn’t my fault,” 
Mr. Young said, “but I almost quit 
wrestling because of it.”

“IT’S ALL 
ENTERTAINMENT”

State Rep. Martin Scott, R-
Rossville, said he doesn’t see any 
need for further regulation. The 
independent wrestling organiza-
tion he knows of, GXW, doesn’t 
seem to cause anyone problems, 
he said.

“Not a single constituent has 
said anything about it, so I would 
say they must be self-regulating 
very well,” he said. “I try to abide 
by that old Jeffersonian principle, 
that your right to swing your fist 
stops at my nose.” 

Mr. Mishou said that though 
the Georgia law on professional 
wrestling lacks clout, it does 
include a clause that allows the 
Georgia Athletic and Enter-
tainment Commission to write 
administrative rules, which have 
the effect of laws, if it hears 
about behavior that’s too egre-
gious, such as barbed wire ropes 
or flammables in the ring. No 
administrative rules have yet 
been passed, he said.  

“I’ve been trying to write a 
few things,” he said, “but when I 
put all my duties on a list, unfor-
tunately, wrestling is at the bot-
tom.”

Rossville Police Chief Sid 
Adams said he’s also familiar 
with GXW, and he’s not con-
cerned by the stunts that take 
place within the GXW walls. He 
said his off-duty officers used to 
run security for it.

“Most of (the wrestlers) 
seem to have it down pat fairly 
well by now,” he said. “I don’t 
presently see any difference 
between what they’re doing 
and when you see two actors 
on TV fighting each other. It’s 
all entertainment.”

Most of the wrestlers say 
they’ll keep coming back, even 
though GXW doesn’t bring in 
enough money to pay them more 
than $5 or $10 every few weeks.

“After you’ve done this, every-
thing else seems boring,” said 

Jason “The Devil LeRoy” Lewis, 
who wrestled with GXW for about 
six years. “After you’ve jumped 15 
feet off a cage (during a cage fight), 
fishing just doesn’t cut it.”

Mr. Young agreed the adrena-
line rush is addictive. 

“For that 10 minutes when I’m 
in the ring,” he said, “whether 
I’m the good guy or the bad guy, 
my kids think I’m Superman.”

E-mail Christina Cooke at 
ccooke@timesfreepress.com

“I cut trees 
for a liv-
ing. It’s like 
I’ve got a 
second life, 
a second 
identity.” 
— John 
“Lance 
Knuckles” Kilgore, 27, tree 
surgeon for Aspen Tree 
Company.

“In a sense, I’m living my 
childhood 
dream. 
Most kids 
want to be 
a doctor or 
a lawyer or 
something 
like that. 
I wanted 
to be a wrestler.” — Chip 
“Hazard” Brown, 22, 
courier for a Chattanooga 
law firm. 

“A couple of friends on 
my (high school) wres-
tling team supported me. 
Most of the 
guys on 
the team 
thought I 
was a com-
plete idiot 
for doing 
this. But it’s 
something 
I love to 
do and will do ’til it kills 
me.” — Talon “Suicide 
Talon Williams” Worley, 
19, wrestled for Ridgeland 
High School; now earning 
his GED.

“I was al-
ways shy 
to act (in 
theater), 
so this is 
the next 
best thing.” 
— Jessie 
“El Diablo” 
Bosquez, 21, works at Bi-
Lo in Trenton, Ga.

WRESTLERS TALK
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Wrestling

Staff Photos by Meghan Brown
Spectators gather for the Wednesday night show at Xtreme Wrestling Alliance, a wrestling show in South Pittsburg, Tenn. Wrestlers perform in a 12-foot-by-12-
foot ring, but often move out of the ring to incorporate props such as fluorescent light bulbs, ladders and metal signs into their matches.

Staff Photo by Meghan Brown
Sam Young, center, listens to James Oliver, far right, during a discussion among GXW wres-
tlers after a show. Behind Mr. Young is his girlfriend, Rosie Hasting, and behind Mr. Oliver is 
his wife, Christina.

Chip Brown writes “R.I.P. Eddie” on the wrist of Sam Young 
before a match in Rossville. The wristband was a way to honor 
professional wrestler Eddie Guerrero who died in November. 
Mr. Young said Mr. Guerrero was a role model for small-town 
wrestlers like himself.

By Christina Cooke
Staff Writer

Rossville resident Shirley Shir-
ley remembers the days when 
wrestling was big in Chattanooga. 
The 54-year-old answering ser-
vice operator said that in her 20s, 
she attended matches in Chatta-
nooga every single weekend. 

“There wasn’t a Saturday 
night when there wasn’t a wres-
tling match,” she said. “That was 
the thing to do.” 

During the 1960s and ’70s, 
pro wrestling promoter Nick 
Gulas and local television celeb-
rity Harry Thornton broadcast a 
wrestling show from Memorial 
Auditorium.

Jimmy Powell, 43, associate 
pastor of Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, said the Memorial show 
was wildly popular in its time. 

“It was no surprise to have 12 
or 13 weeks in a row of selling 
out,” he said.

Mr. Powell started wrestling 
for the duo as “Dirty White 
Boy” when he was 15 and went 
on to became U.S. Heavyweight 
Champion in 1983.

“In the old times, we worked 
the crowd,” he said. “I was never 
the greatest wrestler, but I had the 
fire people would get behind.”  

In the early 1980s, however, 
the era of big-time wrestling in 
Chattanooga came to an end, 
Mr. Powell said. Also in the early 
1980s, he said, wrestling pro-
moter Vince McMahon began 
buying small wrestling opera-
tions throughout the country 
and consolidating them to form 
the World Wrestling Federation, 
now known as World Wrestling 
Entertainment.  

The consolidation had sev-
eral effects: It pushed wres-
tling more into the mainstream, 
popularizing it among a more 
diverse audience, and it created 
a place for independent groups 
such as Georgia Xtreme Wres-
tling, which runs a show every 
weekend in Rossville.

“When everything went 
national, that pretty much 
opened up the small towns to 
be ran,” said Mr. Powell. “That’s 
where we are today.”

In this area, independent 
operations run weekly shows 
in towns including Chatsworth, 
Dalton and Trion, Ga., and Dun-
lap and South Pittsburg, Tenn.

Though no official circuit 
exists, wrestlers sometimes com-
pete at more than one venue. 
Several wrestlers from GXW in 
Rossville, for example, fight at 
Xtreme Wrestling Alliance in 
South Pittsburg during their off-
nights. Mark Slayton, 25, started 
XWA five years ago in his back 
yard, but moved it to a vacant 
garage downtown in August. 

While most of the wrestlers 
around here were born and 
raised in the region, the preva-
lence of the sport in this area 
has drawn aspiring wrestlers 
from around the country.

Jessie “El Diablo” Bosquez, 21, 
said he moved here from Texas 
last July just for the wrestling. 
After training for four months, 
he entered the ring at GXW for 
the first time in mid-January.

“I love wrestling,” he said. “I 
feel more at home in the ring 
than anywhere else.”

Most of the wrestlers at 
GXW and XWA said they hope 
to get discovered by one of the 
larger companies, like National 
Wrestling Alliance Total Non-
stop Action or WWE, which 
sometimes send undercover 
scouts to independent matches 
in search of talent.

“Honestly, the chances of 
that happening for indepen-
dent wrestlers like us are slim to 
none,” said GXW wrestler Chip 
“Hazard” Brown. “But there’s 
always that glimmer of a shot 
that you’re going to make it.”

Mr. Powell said he expects 
the desire for stardom to drive 
the demand for independent 
wrestling operations for a long 
time to come.

“Everyone has the dream of 
being a star,” he said. “Maybe 
(wrestlers) work unloading trucks 
at the dock during the day, but 
at night, they’re stars. I couldn’t 
blame anyone for that.”

E-mail Christina Cooke at 
ccooke@timesfreepress.com

Residents
recall city’s  
wrestling
glory days
! Promoter Nick Gulas and 
local television personality 
Harry Thornton were key 
figures during wrestling’s 
heyday in the area during 
the 1960s and ’70s.


