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AIR FARES FROM 
CHATTANOOGA

?
Q: I am planning an Octo-

ber trip to Switzerland.
I will fly into Zurich, but
plan to visit other cities.
What is the best way to
travel?

A:With a Swiss RailPass,
trains, lake steamers and

city travel are included. You
can board the train in the
Zurich airport. For overnight
stays, purchase Minotel
vouchers and make a reser-
vation for your first night.
Each place will make your
next night’s reservation for
you. Cable cars and mountain
railroads are discounted with
the rail pass.

— Jimmy Campbell, 
Apollo Travel, Chattanooga

E-mail travel-related ques-
tions to Karen Nazor Hill at
khill@timesfreepress.com.

QUESTION
OF THE WEEK

NEW DIRECTIONS
TRIP PLANNER

Compiled by Karen Nazor Hill
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Nintendo World
Rockefeller Center is on the

must-see lists of many New York
City tourists, and now kids who are
visiting the
city have
a reason
to drag
their par-
ents there
to see the
new Nin-
tendo
World store.
The compa-
ny is billing the two-story, block-
long store as the “ultimate gamers’
paradise.” Visitors can sample
games and systems for Game
Cube, Game Boy, Nintendo DS and
other Nintendo products.

Amish Witness tour
Visiting Pennsylvania Dutch

country is a classic family trip. A
new tour puts a Hollywood spin on
the area by highlighting sites relat-
ed to the movie “Witness,” a 1985
thriller in which a detective played
by Harrison Ford solves a murder
witnessed by an Amish boy. Ford
hides out in Lancaster with the
boy’s family to protect him from the
bad guys. Visitors can tour the
farm, now a private home, including
the kitchen and barn where several
scenes took place. Also on the tour
is the “Witness to Witness” exhibit,
about the movie, at the Lancaster
Cultural History Museum in down-
town Lancaster. Other sites fea-
tured in the film, include the court-
house and the store telephone
booth where Ford made calls. Infor-
mation: www.padutchcountry.com.

By John Pain
The Associated Press

M IAMI BEACH, Fla. — Just
as the summer vacation
season kicks off, virtually
every tourism indicator is

going up in Florida — from hotel
occupancy and room rates to the
number of visitors.

That’s especially welcome news to
the tourism industry here, which had
concerns that last summer’s hurri-
canes might scare away this sum-
mer’s visitors.

Despite the four storms that

struck in August and September of
2004, Florida still had a record num-
ber of visitors last year. Tourism
spending also reached a record $57
billion, up 10.8 percent from $51.5 bil-
lion in 2003.

A March survey showed that only
one in every 10 potential visitors was
less likely to visit Florida because of
hurricanes, down from one in five in
October. And tourism spending for
January and February rose to $10.6
billion, up 10.9 percent from the same
months last year.

“Tourism numbers are up this

year just like everything else,” Gov.
Jeb Bush said. “The irony is that even
though we were devastated by these
storms, the economy in our state has
never been stronger.”

Visit Florida, the state’s tourism
marketing agency, has increased
advertising to raise Florida’s profile
as a destination. The agency is also
paying for “Cover your event” insur-
ance to soothe the fears of conven-
tion organizers, said agency spokes-
woman Vanessa Welter. The cover-

Still cleaning
up where
Ivan hit

By Garry Mitchell
The Associated Press

GULF SHORES, Ala. — Nine
months after Hurricane Ivan made
landfall here, evidence of the
storm’s destruction are everywhere:
boarded-up windows, buildings
with gutted interiors, high-water
stains and miles of new construc-
tion.

“It looks bad,” tourist Doug
Lauer of Montgomery said flatly.
“The beach is out there — what’s
left of it. There’s a lot of erosion.”

Ivan’s surge of 10 to 13 feet of
water flattened sand dunes along
the Alabama-Florida coastline. But
Gulf Shores and neighboring
Orange Beach have started large-
scale beach renourishment pro-
jects, and plans are in the works to
put high-rises in where some of the
beachfront buildings were demol-
ished. Among the landmarks being
rebuilt is the popular Flora-Bama
Lounge on the Florida-Alabama
line.

Nine months after Ivan hit,
Tropical Storm Arlene followed
Ivan’s path into the coast on June 11
with a threat to set back hurricane
repairs. But the storm fizzled after

By Christina Cooke
Staff Writer

W
hen walking the Sentiero Azzurro, the ancient
footpath that weaves through the Cinque Terre
region of Italy, high heels are not OK. Signs
placed along the path, which picture a pair of
crossed-out pumps, make that clear. 

And the suggestion is wise. The trail meanders five miles
along Italy’s northwestern coast, through five fishing villages
and the terraced countryside between them. Anyone wearing
heels would turn back 20 steps into the hike. 

On a Sunday around 11 a.m., my parents, sister and I shut
behind us the heavy, wooden doors of Albergo Barbara, the
800-year-old hotel where we’re staying. We’re surrounded by
the four-story yellow, peach, pumpkin and maroon buildings
of Vernazza, our home base. 

We walk up Vernazza’s main street, past the shrine to the
Virgin, the two closed-for-Sunday gelato shops and the crowd
of stray cats curled up outside the fish market. We’re in search
of the red and white signs that mark the southbound trail. 

In recent years, the traditional, coastal towns of Italy have

These fares were researched
on June 13 by Apollo Travel using
www.travelbyapollo.com. Fares
shown are round trip, include a
Saturday-night stay and are at
least a 14-day advance purchase.
Dates used for this research are:
Depart from Chattanooga June
28; return July 6.These fares are
shown as an example of fares
you can get from Chattanooga.
Fares are subject to change and
may have limited availability.You
may not get these exact fares
when you book your travel. Con-
tact your travel professional or
the airlines to book your travel.

City
New York City
Chicago
Dallas/Fort Worth
San Francisco
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Hamilton, Bermuda

Price
$303
$411
$337
$420
$290
$666 The Associated Press

Customers sit at a sidewalk cafe in the South Beach area of Miami Beach, Fla. As the summer vacation season
kicks off, virtually every tourism indicator is going up in Florida — from hotel occupancy and room rates to the
number of visitors.

ITALY

FLORIDA ALABAMA

Photos by Christina Cooke
Vernazza, one of the five villages of the Cingne Terre on the northwestern coast of Italy, was founded in the 1st century.

Hiking in Italy 

Laundry dries on lines above the main plaza in Vernazza, Italy.See HIKING, Page D3

A grand experience

Florida tourism flying high this summer 

See FLORIDA, Page D2 See ALABAMA, Page D2



become popular among tourists
seeking to escape the bustle of
the larger cities. Like the other
villages in the Cinque Terre, Ver-
nazza huddles at the foot of an
11th century castle that defended
it from pirates. 

As we climb towards the cas-
tle and out of town, the seamless
row of stuccoed buildings grad-
ually gives way to personal gar-
dens. Soon, nature surrounds us
on all sides. Jack-in-the pulpits
fill the spaces of the dry stone
wall lining the trail, and cacti,
euphorbia, oaks and fig trees
cling to the hillsides. To the east,
a boat motors alone through the
sea. 

UNESCO began protecting
the Cinque Terre in 1997, and the
Italian government designated it
a national park in 1999. 

Since the 1st century A.D., the
people of the Cinque Terre have
earned their livelihoods by fish-
ing and farming. They dug ter-
races into the hillsides to plant
grape vines and olive trees, and
they erected over 4,000 miles of
dry stone walls, or “muretti,” to
retain the soil. 

During our hike, we pass a
man and a woman harvesting
olives behind a fine nylon net
hung from the tops of the trees.
As they run their fingers over the
olive branches, the fruit falls onto
a net that’s covering the ground.
Later, we pass three men fishing
for sardines and anchovies on
the rocks 100 feet below the trail:
two suspend their poles out over
the surf and a third plunges a tri-
angular net into the water.

The cuisine of Cinque Terre
still resembles that of centuries
past. Family-owned restaurants
serve sardines, anchovies, wine,
olive oil and pesto, a sauce that
originated in the region. The food
is light and fresh because the vil-
lagers harvest or catch most of

the ingredients less than 30 miles
from where they cook and serve
them. 

As the trail approaches each
of the towns, we begin to see
increasing signs of civilization.
At first, we walk by fenced gar-
dens on either side of the road.
Later, as we pass open windows,
we hear clinking dishes and low
conversations emanating from
within.

We stop for foccaccia sand-
wiches in Cafe Bar Matteo along
the main street in Corniglia, the
smallest village of the five. In
Manarola, we maneuver between
the fishing boats parked in the
plaza and pass under the strings
of lights draped across the streets
between balconies. 

Most of the stores are closed
in Riomaggiore, the main village
of the region. Ascending the main
street, we walk beneath two
elderly women leaning from their
apartment windows to shout a
conversation. 

By the time we reach the end
of the trail, the sun is beginning
to set. We buy tickets for the
northbound train that travels
between Rome and Ventimiglia,
passing through all five Cinque
Terre villages on the way. 

As we ride back to Vernazza,
our daypacks on our laps, the
countryside whizzes by outside
the window. The speed blurs
together the details. 

The pace of our walk was just
right, we decide.

Author and poet Paul Scott
Mowrer shared similar senti-
ments in “The House of Europe.”
“There is nothing like walking to
get the feel of a country,” he
wrote. “A fine landscape is like
a piece of music; it must be taken
at the right tempo. Even a bicy-
cle goes too fast.”

E-mail Christina Cooke at
ccooke@timesfreepress.com
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Travel Ticket
Your Ticket To Travel Excitement

FLORIDA
You’ll Love our
award winning
beaches

 from Clearwater to
St.Pete.Over 600 vacation
Condos and Homes to
choose from. Stay a day or
forever, the only call you
need to make is

1-800-237-6586

Travel Resort Services, Inc.
16401 Gulf Blvd.

 Redington Beach, FL 33708
www.trsinc.com

FLORIDA GATLINBURG

Gatlinburg Real Estate & Rental Co., LLC
211 Parkway

Gatlinburg, TN 37738

Treat yourself
to a luxurious
mountaintop
chalet,
surrounded by

the beauty of the Great Smoky
Mountains. It's a lodging experience
you won't soon forget.

800-359-1661
www.gatlinburgchalets.com

S & S TOURS
HARRAHS CHEROKEE, NC

For Resv. Call 624.2043

CASINO TRIPS

1ST & 3RD SATURDAY SPECIALS
Pay $20 Bus Ride Receive $20 at Casino

$0 - FREE RIDE

FLORIDA
The only thing we overlook is
The Great Smokey Mountains!

Stay 2 Nights
Get the 3rd
Night Free!*

*Please inquire
about holiday rates

866.242.5387 • 865.436.4443
www.gatlinburgresortchalets.com

s92556841

GATLINBURG

GULF SHORES

Discover Our Beach!
We offer the best accommodations
and service in Gulf Shores/Orange
Beach. Stay in a gulf front Phoenix

Condominium for as little as $99 per
night. (Restrictions apply. Call for
applicable dates). Ask about free

night specials.

1-877-703-3547
Online reservations:

www.condosbyphoenix.com

Weekly Trips Thurs.& Sat.
$30 R/Trips Includes  $20 FREE Coins

SMOKY MTNS.

AAA Rated
Fully equiped 1,2 and 3
bedroom condominiums.

All with balcony
overlooking the Smoky

Mountains
Indoor pool, jacuzzi,
sauna, steam room

Visit www.deerridge.com
Call Today and Ask for your free

vacation package brochure
Toll Free 877-333-7743

Check out our vacation Packages
Dollywood • Golf

Dixie Stampede • Horseback Riding
Ripley’s Aquarium • Hiking

White Water Rafting

“BEST VIEW“BEST VIEW“BEST VIEW
IN THEIN THEIN THE

SMOKIES”SMOKIES”SMOKIES”

Pay to Ride 5 times - 6th trip FREE!
Friday Evening Trip July 8th Dpt. 6:00 p.m.

GATLINBURG

AFFORDABLE
VACATIONS

AFFORDABLE
VACATIONS

Mountain-Top Condo
Gatlinburg Summit
2BR, 2BA
indoor/outdoor pools

1-888-445-4955
or visit
www.smithrentals.com

SMITH RENTALS

email: sandra@smithrentals.com

1.800.522.0432

rent a dream!rent a dream!rent a dream!

Cherry Grove
Sales & Rentals, Inc.
1007 Sea Mountain Highway
Cherry Grove Section
North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582

N. Myrtle Beach, SC
Great selection of vacation houses
& condos, oceanfront, channel &
houses with pools. Catering to a

family lifestyle. Open 7 days.
Info/FREE Brochure.

Cherry Grove Sales & Rentals

www.cherrygroverentals.com

N.MYRTLE BEACH PIGEON FORGE/SMOKY MTNS.

1.888.877.86661.888.877.8666
www.firesidechalets.comwww.firesidechalets.com

Affordable/Deluxe
Chalet & Cabin

Rentals

Affordable/Deluxe
Chalet & Cabin

Rentals

N. CAROLINA

292 Pine Ridge Rd. • Robbinsville, NC 28771
828.479.8888 • 888.828.3978

www.relaxatbluewaters.com

Located in the Blue Ridge Mountains along
the shoreline of Santeetlah Lake in the
Nantahala National Forest, this relaxing
mountain escape surrounds you with beauty
and a wealth of outdoor activities.
Comfortable Rooms • Bountiful Breakfast

Library • Large Rocking Chair Porches
Dining Room Offering Traditional

Southern Cuisine • Marina

ST. GEORGE ISLAND

AAA Rated
Fully equiped 1,2 and 3
bedroom condominiums.

All with balcony
overlooking the Smoky

Mountains
Indoor pool, jacuzzi,
sauna, steam room

ST. GEORGE ISLAND, FL.
Beach Vacation Rental Homes. Free

Linens + Free Long Distance. Pet
Friendly. Pvt. Pools. Beachfront,
bayfront or in between. Call or
check website for other specials.
Toll Free 866-332-2944

www.ResortVacationProperties.com/cha

753846

aaa.com/travel
1-800-313-7245
! Open Saturdays

9am-1pm

Endless Fun.
Memorable vacations are filled with endless
moments of fun. And nothing compares to the
value of a “Fun Ship” cruise.

Let AAA Travel plan your perfect vacation aboard
any of Carnival’s activity-filled “Fun Ships.”

Ask your AAA Travel Counselor about 
Carnival’s Vacation Guarantee!

Mention AAA Code 4.

3  &  4  DAY
Caribbean

From $259
4  &  5  DAY

Caribbean

From $279
7  DAY

Caribbean

From $549
1 2  DAY
Hawaii

From $1099
1 2  DAY

Mediterranean

From $1899

! Chattanooga
2111 Gunbarrel Rd.
(423) 490-2000
Reader’s Choice winner 
four years in a row.

*Rates and offers are per person, cruise only including non-discountable charges, double occupancy in interior category 4A staterooms. Rates and offers apply to new bookings
booked and deposited by July 15, 2005 on select sailings, staterooms and duration and are subject to availability and change without prior notice. Offers may be withdrawn at any
time. Government taxes and fees are additional. Restrictions apply. AAA Auto Club South is not responsible to errors or omissions. Ships’ Registry: the Bahamas and Panama.

+

SAVE
$$$

Onboard 
Savings Booklet*

FREE
Double Upgrade*

75365975
28

80

Conveniently located in Chattanooga off I-24 in the South Terrace Plaza
Next to New Rave Theater

Chattanooga to
Atlanta

5:30 am cst
7:30 am cst
9:30 am cst

11:30 am cst
1:30 pm cst
3:30 pm cst
5:30 pm cst
7:30 pm cst
9:30 pm cst

11:30 pm cst

Nashville to Chattanooga

Travel time is approximately 2 hours, 15 minutes

Hourly Service To & From Atlanta

Relax and Ride
Atlanta/Nashville Airports

Serving Chattanooga Dalton, Calhoun, Marietta, Monteagle

19
Atlanta
Trips
Daily

10
Nashville

Trips
Daily

3:00 am
4:00 am
5:00 am
6:00 am
7:00 am
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:00 pm

6:00 am
7:00 am
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:00 pm
10:00 pm
11:00 pm
12:00 am

  3:30 am
  5:30 am
  7:30 am
  9:30 am
11:30 am
  1:30 pm
  3:30 pm
  5:30 pm
  7:30 pm
  9:30 pm

Chattanooga to NashvilleAtlanta to
Chattanooga

Travel time is approximately 2 hours

423.954.1400 800.896.992824 Hour Reservations

• Continued from Page D1

Hiking

Photo by Laura Cooke
Manarola, the second village from the south in the Cinque Terre region of Italy, perches atop cliffs that border the sea.

ON THE WEB
For information about the trail
and the region, visit www.cin-
queterre.it

Knight Ridder Newspapers

The National Herb Garden in
Washington, D.C., the largest
designed herb garden in North
America, will kick off a six-
month celebration of its 25th
anniversary this year.

The 2 1⁄2-acre herb garden is at
the U.S. National Arboretum.

On Saturday, the Potomac and
Philadelphia units of the Herb
Society of America will demon-
strate how to make herbal crafts.
On Sept. 17, the North Carolina
unit will demonstrate its mem-
bers’ work with herbal liqueurs
and vinegars.

For anniversary information
visit usna.usda.gov

National Herb Garden
celebrates anniversary


